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COMMONWEALTH OF VIRGINIA
STATE CORPORATION COMMISSION
AT RI CHVOND, JANUARY 17, 2001
COVWONVWEALTH OF VIRA NI A, ex rel.
STATE CORPORATI ON COWM SSI ON
Ex Parte, In re: Investigation of CASE NO PUC000003

t he appropriate |level of intrastate
access service prices

ORDER ON PROPOSED SETTLEMENT

On Decenber 21, 2000, Central Tel ephone Conpany of Virginia
("Centel"), United Tel ephone — Sout heast, Inc. ("United")
(collectively, "Sprint"), and the Staff ("Staff") of the State
Cor porati on Conmm ssion ("Comm ssion") filed a Mdtion to Approve
Settlement of Case ("Modtion") in Case No. PUCO00003 and set
forth a proposed Settl enment Agreenent ("Agreenent") regarding
intrastate access services and prices for Sprint. A response to
this Mtion was filed by AT&T Communi cations of Virginia, Inc.,
on January 4, 2001

On January 5, 2001, the Hearing Exam ner assigned to Case
No. PUCO00003 entered a Certification of Ruling to the
Commi ssi on recomendi ng that the Conm ssion establish a
procedure for considering comments on the nerits of the changes
in the access rates set forth in said Agreenent and any rel ated
i ssues thereto. A simlar procedure was recomrended, and

adopted by us in Case No. PUC000242 for consideration of the


http://www.state.va.us/scc/contact.htm#General

proper |evel of access charges for Verizon Virginia Inc. and
Case No. PUC000265 for consideration of the proper |evel of
access charges for Verizon South Inc. There is no need to
establish a separate case nunber for our consideration of the
proper |evel of access charges for the Sprint conpanies, as
these are the only issues remaining in Case No. PUC000003.

NOW THE COMM SSI ON, upon consi deration of the Hearing
Exam ner's recommendati ons and the comment filed relative to the
Motion, is of the opinion and finds that it is in the public
interest to consider the Mdtion and Settl enent and t he changes
to intrastate access service prices proposed therein, and to
accept all cost studies and docunents relative to this matter
previously filed; to provide an opportunity for interested
parties to subnmt comments or request hearing and for Sprint and
the Staff to respond to such cooments; and, if requested, to
provi de an opportunity for the Conm ssion to hear oral argunent
and accept evi dence.

Any interested party may file witten comments and/ or
requests for hearing or argunent on the proposed Agreenent by
February 1, 2001. W ask the parties to address, at a m ni num
the followi ng issues: (a) whether the Agreenent shoul d be
approved, with support for the party's position; or (b) whether
t he Agreenent shoul d be nodified, anmended, or rejected and, if

so, how and why. Sprint, the Staff, and any party may file a



reply to any coments or requests filed on February 1, 2001, and
shoul d do so on or before February 15, 2001. |If a request for
hearing or argunent is filed, a hearing date of March 20, 2001,
will be reserved to receive evidence and oral argunent on the
Agreenent and any proposed nodifications thereto. W wl
recei ve evidence and entertain cross exam nation or argumnent
only on issues that are proposed to be resolved by the

Agr eenent .

Any other party that wi shes to participate at hearing may
do so if the party provides notice of such intent, with copies
being provided to all other parties and Staff, by February 28,
2001. Such notice shall provide a brief description of the
i ssues the party intends to address and identify any w tnesses
who nay be presented. Each proposed witness's testinony shal
be prefiled on or before March 8, 2001.

Unless there is a valid objection, it is the Commission's
current intention to admt to record in the new docket al
coments, the cost studies, and other pertinent docunents
previously filed and admtted to record in Case No. PUCO00003
that relate specifically to the Agreenent and that the
Comm ssion feels are necessary for a conplete and thorough

consideration of this matter.



Accordingly, IT IS ORDERED THAT:

(1) Al cost studies and docunents determ ned by the
Comm ssion to be relative to this matter and previously filed
and admtted to record in Case No. PUCO00003 shall be accepted
for consideration.

(2) Witten coments and/or requests for hearing or
argunent on the proposed Settl enment Agreenent shall be due by
February 1, 2001, in the manner set forth above. Copies of such
comments and/or testinony and requests for hearing shall be
served on the Staff and all parties contained on the service
list in Case No. PUCO00003.

(3) Replies to any conments or requests for hearing or
argunent filed on February 1, 2001, shall be filed by
February 15, 2001. Copies of such replies shall be served on
the Staff and all parties contained on the service list in Case
No. PUCO00003.

(4) If requested, a hearing shall be held March 20, 2001,
at 10: 00 a.m in a Comm ssion Courtroom Tyler Building, Second
Fl oor, 1300 East Main Street, Richnond, Virginia. At that tine
the Commi ssion will receive evidence and oral argunent on the
Settl enment Agreenent and any proposed nodifications thereto.
The Conmi ssion wll receive evidence and entertain cross
exam nation only on issues that are proposed to be resol ved by

t he Agreenent.



(5) Any other party that wishes to participate at such
requested hearing shall file notice of such intent and serve a
copy on the parties and Staff by February 28, 2001. Such notice
shall provide a brief description of the issues the party
intends to address and the identity of any witnesses that w |
be presented at the hearing. Testinony of all wi tnesses to be
presented, including witnesses of Sprint and Staff, shall be

filed by March 8, 2001.



